
 
 

Dear all,  
 

Happy new year to everyone.  

 

This is my second newsletter to let you know some of the plans for Circuit and other 

relevant events for 2018.   

 

CHANGES 

There have been some changes some my last newsletter. After many years supporting 

the pupil / young practitioner programme, Nick David Jones (Civitas) stood down in 

2017. Many thanks to him for all his years of invaluable service. I am very grateful to 

Robert Vernon (9PP), Duncan Bould (Linenhall) and Mathew Roberts (9PP) for 

taking up the reins with Heath Edwards.  

Ian Wright (Iscoed) decided to stand down as the Swansea Junior in 2017. Many 

thanks to him for all his hard work as junior over many years. I am delighted that 

Dominic Boothroyd (Angel) agreed to take on this role.  

There have also been some changes to the Circuit Management Committee. After 

many years service Janet Gedrych (Angel) stood down in 2017. Many thanks to her 

for her invaluable contribution to the management committee. Janet’s place has been 

taken up by Ben Blakemore (Iscoed). Ben Blakemore’s position has taken up by 

Catrin Jenkins (Angel). 

David Harris (Iscoed) stood down as Circuit Election Officer in 2017 after many 

years in that role. Many thanks to him for discharging the role so efficiently during 

his tenure. Ben Blakemore will take on this role in the future.  

Since my last newsletter Abi Hobson has been appointed as the Circuit 

Administrator. She has been with us for more than 6 months and is already proving to 

be invaluable in her role.      

Attached to this letter is a separate list of the new Circuit 'team'.  

 

EDUCATION / TRAINING PROGRAMMES 

General update 

Thanks to the contribution of a small band of committed circuit members, 2017 saw 

the successful role out of the Vulnerable Witnesses Course for criminal practitioners. 

As the attention of the MOJ turns to other practice areas in this regard, Circuit will 

look to ensure all of the compulsory education needs of its members are met.  

Heath is always keen to hear from circuit members (particularly non-criminal 

practitioners) as to topics which may be included in the education programme. 



 

Pupil supervisor course 

A number of requests have been received from those seeking to become pupil 

supervisors. It is Heath’s intention to run a course for future supervisors on Circuit 

during the next year. Should anyone need to do the course prior to our course being 

run, the Inns each run such courses on a rotating basis.  

 

 

 

Pupil / new practitioner course  

Circuit will be providing the pupil practice management course on 15 January 2018 

and the pupil advocacy course on 27 January 2018. The new practitioner programme 

will take place on 11 to 12 May 2018  

 

Thursday lectures 

Jonathan Rees (Apex) is keen to roll out a new programme of additional Thursday 

evening lectures for 2018. However, this year he plans to rotate the lectures between 

Cardiff, Swansea and Chester on a quarterly basis. Further details will follow shortly  

 

BAR MESS / SOCIAL EVENTS 

Informal bar messes 

I would once again like as many of us to get together as soon as possible in 2018. I 

have asked each of the 3 local juniors to arrange an informal mess in each of the 3 

centres in the first quarter of 2018. Further details will follow soon. 
 

Circuit Dinner  

There will be a circuit dinner at the Coal Exchange, Cardiff Bay on Friday 26 January 

2018. The dinner will mark a number of very significant events. It will firstly mark 

the elevation of Lord Lloyd-Jones, former Presider of this Circuit, to the Supreme 

Court. It will also be an opportunity for Circuit to express its appreciation to Mrs 

Justice Nicola Davies at the end of her term as Presider of the Circuit. It will also be 

an opportunity for Circuit to welcome Mr Justice Picken at the start of his term as 

Presider.  

Circuit has arranged preferential rates at the Coal Exchange for members who require 

accommodation. Please speak to Abi for more details. 
 

 

OTHER NEWS / EVENTS 

New Silks 

After something of a fallow ‘silk’ period, the Circuit has had much more positive 

news since my newsletter last January.  

Following the 2016/7 silk exercise two members of Circuit were appointed as 

Queen’s Counsel i.e. David Elias QC (9PP) and Mark Cotter QC (5 St Andrew’s Hill, 

London)  

Then just before Christmas 3 further members of Circuit were informed that their 

applications for silk had been successful in the 2017/18 exercise i.e. Ben Douglas 



Jones (Circuit chambers: Linenhall and Apex); Caroline Rees (30PP) and Owen 

Thomas (9PP). They will be formally appointed on Monday 26 February 2018. We 

wish them every success in the future.  

 

AGFS Criminal Fees  

At the time of completing this newsletter the Government has still not published the 

result of its AGFS consultation exercise. Circuit will facilitate a CBA meeting on 

Circuit involving the CBA leadership shortly after publication. The meeting will be 

relayed by TV link to the whole of circuit. Details of the meeting will follow as soon 

as possible.  

 

The Lord Thomas Commission on Justice in Wales 

Circuit has been invited to submit evidence to the Lord Thomas Commission. We 

have been asked, in particular to indicate the evidence based views of Circuit as to 

the changes that should be made particularly in relation to the criminal justice system, 

access to justice in civil family and tribunal work, legal education and the 

development of the legal profession in Wales.  

I have set up a sub group to formulate the Circuit contribution to this important 

commission following consultation with the whole Circuit membership. Part of this 

working sub group will be visiting Northern Ireland early in 2018 on a fact finding 

trip to gain a better understanding as to how its jurisdiction operates “on the ground” 

and to ascertain whether there are any lessons that we can learn.  

The sub group would be very grateful to receive input from as many members of 

Circuit as possible on this important contribution. Please forward any views, ideally 

with evidence in support, to me 

Link: gov.wales/newsroom/firstminister/2017/170918-first-minister-establishes-

commission-on-justice-in-wales/?lang=en 

 

'JAC' mentors 

Just to remind you that Circuit has established an informal panel of members who 

have recently and successfully navigated the 'JAC' process to offer a confidential 

mentor service to those considering making any JAC applications. Please contact Abi 

if you would wish to take up this service. 

 

Women’s Mentoring Scheme 

Caroline Rees (30PP) has agreed to coordinate the establishment of a mentoring 

scheme for Women members of circuit designed to encourage as many as possible to 

remain / return to the local Bar after career breaks. Further details to follow shortly  

 

Bar Human Rights Committee (“BHRC”) 

Dominic Boothroyd (Angel) has been elected to the BHRC and is keen to organise a 

BHRC event on Circuit early in 2018. Details will follow shortly.  

 

 

 



The Circuit website  

We have added a library section for articles by members to the circuit. If you would 

like to add an article, with a link to your chambers, please contact Abi. We will also 

be using this section to make available documents for education and training. 

 

Visit of the Chair of the Bar Council 

The new Chair of the Bar Council is Andrew Walker QC. He will be visiting Cardiff 

on Thursday 22 March and Swansea on Friday 23 March. He is anxious to meet as 

many members of Circuit as possible. Details of the proposed meetings with Andrew 

will follow shortly.     

 

 

National Eisteddfod (Cardiff) 2018  

The National Eisteddfod of Wales will be held in Cardiff Bay in August this year. 

Circuit intends to have a presence on the ‘maes’ in order to raise the profile of Circuit 

and to provide supplementary marketing of the full range of services that members of 

Circuit can offer the people of Wales.  

We will be seeking volunteer members of Circuit (both Welsh speaking and non 

Welsh speaking) to assist Abi with this project nearer the time.  

 

Final Schools Mock Trial Competition 

The national finals of the UK Schools Mock Trial Competition will be held in Cardiff 

Crown Court on Saturday 24 March 2018. This is an excellent event, which is 

designed to promote greater exposure / access to the profession for school students 

from a wide social background. If you would wish to become involved with this 

event please contact me.  

 

INPUT FROM YOU 

The Circuit exists to serve your professional interests. It depends upon your active 

engagement in Circuit affairs. I hope that there will be something for everyone once 

again this year in the programme. 

 

Also, if you have any suggestions regarding Circuit, or wish to raise any point 

connected with this newsletter please contact me, Abi or one of the members of the 

Circuit team. 
 

Best wishes for the year ahead  
 

 

Paul   
 

 

 

 

 

 


